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REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OR  HEALTH  FOR  1970 
I  will  begin  with  the  statistics  for  1970. 

There  were  49  births  (48  in  1969);  24  male,  25  female. 

There  were  39  deaths  (33  in  1969);  28  male,  11  female. 
Percentage  figures  relating  to  these  are  as  follows: - 

1.  Live  births  -  Crude  rate  per  1,000  Home  population  17.1 

(16.0  is  National  average) 

2.  Illegitimate  live  births  7.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  our  illegitimate  births  still  represent  a  14^ 
proportion  of  all  live  births,  compared  with  the  National 
average  of  8/i. 

3.  Infant  deaths  -  1. 

4.  Neonatal  mortality  rate  -  20. 

5.  Maternal  mortality  -  nil. 

6.  Deaths,  all  ages  -  Crude  rate  per  1,000  Home  population 

13.6  (11.7  is  National  average). 

A  breakdown  of  ages  is  as  follows: - 


Male 


Over  75  12 

65-74  6 

55-64  4 

45-54  3 

15-24  1 

1-4  1 

Under  4  weeks  1 


28 


Female 


Over  75  3 

65-74  7 

55-64  0 

45-54  1 

15-24  0 

1-4  0 

Under  4  weeks  0 


11 


The  causes  cf  death  were  as  follows: 


Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  15 
Cerebro  Vascular  Disease  3 
Pneumonia  3 
Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  3 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Intestine  2 
Other  Malignant  Nooplasms  2 
Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  1 
Other  diseases  circulatory  system  1 
Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  1 
Malignant  neoplasm  lung  1 
Other  infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  1 
Peptic  Ulcer  1 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 
Diabetes  Mellitus  1 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  1 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 
Other  Diseases  Genito  Urinary  System  1 


39 


Immunisations 


Once  again  I  can  no  longer  quote  exact  figures  as  they  are 
controlled  by  computer,  but  I  feel  certain  that  more  children  were 
immunised  as  a  result  of  this  system. 

Infectious  Diseases 

There  were  23  cases  of  Measles  and  1  case  of  Meningitis. 


Our  water  supplies  maintained  a  record  that  has  never  caused 
anxiety. 


Ships 


There  were  109  ships  berthed  at  Watchet  during  1970  compared 
with  120  in  1969.  These  produced  several  problems  during  the  course 
of  the  year,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  importation  of 
Foodstuffs  and  Bones.  We  were  able  to  deal  with  all  these  matters 
satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  we  had  a  notification  from  the  Mass  Radiography 
Service  that  they  were  withdrawing  their  Mobile  X-Ray  Scheme. 
Representations  were  of  no  avail.  I  feel  thin  is  a  pity  if  only 
because  the  Mass  X-Ray  Service  picks  up  diseases  that  are  often 
unsuspected.  I  suppose  it  is  a  sign  of  increasing  expenditure 
necessitating  this  reduction  in  a  preventive  public  health  measure. 

As  usual  I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Werren  for  his  invaluable 
help  during  the  year. 


(S&D) .  R.J.R.  LEWIS 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


